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It was raining when Rahel came back to Ayemenem. Slanting
silver ropes slammed into loose earth, ploughing it up like gunfire.
The old house on the hill wore its steep, babled roof pulled over its
ears like a low hat. The walls, streaked with moss, had grown soft,
and bulged a little with dampness that seeped up from the ground...
Hopeful yellow bullfrogs cruised the scummy pond for mates. A
drenched mongoose flashed across the leaf-strewn driveway.
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