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In Remembrance of the Most Enthusiastic and
Loved Publisher — Sunil Mehta

(Sunil Mehta, the managing director of Mehta
Publishing House and a former executive of the Marathi
Publishers’ Association, passed away recently after a brief

illness. He is survived by his father, wife, sister, and two
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children.)

Sunil Mehta will always be fondly remembered as
‘THE MAN,” who gave the publishing industry a new
impetus by aligning SOPs on par with the international
publishing world. Besides being the trendsetters of
business policies on credit terms, advertising, creative
marketing strategies, and digital publishing.

When the pandemic struck in 2020, Sunil was part of the
initiative to start a Forum — PUBLISHER’S EXCHANGE,
which helped publishing professionals in the Indian languages
support each other with knowledge sharing to sail through
difficult times together as a community.

Recently, a Zoom meeting was organized on the same
forum to convey deep-felt condolences and pay tribute to him.

The online event saw participation from the friends and
family, which included — Anil Mehta (his father), Akhil Mehta
(his son), Neeta Gupta, Pranav Johri, Urvashi Butalia, Kannan
Sundaram, Ashok Maheshwari, Jaya Bhattacharji Rose,
Vidula Tokekar, Manisha Chaudhry, and other friends and
colleagues.

Founder of Mehta Publishing House, Anil Mehta, was in
tears and couldn’t share anything.

Akhil Mehta remembered his DAD as a man of ethics and
simplicity. “He was my guide who taught me some of the best
life lessons and was very ethical and sincere about his work.
He taught me people’s skills to deal with peers and industry
professionals. He was completely involved in the minutest
details of book creation,” he shared.

Further remembering him fondly, he added, “He was so
passionate about his work that if someone called to ask for a
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book at 2.30 in the night, he would happily open his office and
get it delivered. He also taught me skills and insights relating
to publishing. He was very clear and transparent with money
matters and followed a simple working style. He was a selfless
soul without any fears.”

“It’s very hard for me to think of Sunil Mehta in the past
tense. I think what really set him apart was his enthusiasm and
his generosity of spirit; his commitment to translations and his
fearlessness when it came to publishing, pandemic or no
pandemic,” added Neeta Gupta, co-founder of the Publishers’
Exchange.

Ravi Deecee, Publisher - DC Books, shared, “Sunil has
revolutionized Marathi publishing. He has attained the right
combination for the readers with the contemporary classics.
From Father to Son, while the legacy was maintained, he
recognized the potential to make it one of the finest publishing
houses of India, contemporary classics, debut authors to
translations, and embarked on a new way of entertaining the
readers.

His death is indeed a great loss to the Indian publishing
industry and a personal loss to me.”

Pranav Johri, Rajpal & Sons Publishing, thought of him as
a contemporary and added, “It was shocking news for entire
publishing fraternity. I still remember his enthusiasm, energy,
and generosity. We had worked together on POD distribution,
distributing books globally through Ingram. We used to share
notes and discuss a lot of things. I always felt so comfortable
with him while discussing new ideas and plans. He was always
encouraging and motivating. He had a great experience,
wisdom, and foresight, which he was ready to share with all of
us, without any sense of insecurity.”
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He further added, “During pandemic when Ingram rates
were going up, he took the responsibility to band all of us
together and fought against an increase in pricing. He was
ready to go one-on-one with Amazon as well. It’s a massive
loss for the entire Indian publishing industry.”

Urvashi Butalia remembered him as one of the proudest
publishing colleagues and added. “I was always amazed by his
sense of pride in being a publisher. He never felt marginalized
being a Marathi publisher. He was very much part of
mainstream publishing. He published my books in Marathi
translations. Interestingly, he always kept me informed when
the license ran out and renewed it. It was a very rare thing.”

She also shared, “Once, he called me to ask about a book
by an Assamese author to be translated in Marathi. It required
some time to get things aligned and procure rights. After doing
the needful, I called to inform him and asked if he needed a
translator. He informed me that it was already done. This was
his personality, always moving several steps ahead and full of
dynamism.”

We at - All About Book Publishing Magazine will always
remember him for providing us with unconditional support in
getting industry insights and empowering us with his
knowledge and wisdom.

™R

Even in these terrible times when blows fall from all
sides, the sudden illness and departure of Sunil is a
terrible, terrible blow—it is the blow of blows.

Sunil brought a new dynamism to publishing, a new
discipline. He introduced new practices. And like his
father, Anil, to whom we owe so much, he was most
considerate of authors.
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For me he has always been a true friend, one to whom

I turned ever so often for help. To mention a matter to him

was as good as having it done. Thus, this terrible blow of

his passing is, of course, a great, great loss to the world of
books, for meitis a blow struck at my own life.

— Arun Shouri

Please accept my deepest condolences on the sad
demise of Sunil JiMehta. Whata loss!

Publishing 'Magnolia' - the book that is winning
hearts currently in India and America - was a matter of
great joy at MPH thanks to his discernment and
leadership, and I am sure many authors will share my
sentiment.

Writing and publishing will never be the same again
without him... Prayers for his soul to rest in peace!

— Anita Kulkarni
™R
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Sunil was a very close and dear friend to all of us. I have
many memories of the excellent time spent with him. Movies
at our cinema theatre in kolhapur & later in Pune was a regular
ritual when we met during holidays. His Marathi books was a
regular gift to me & my family members. He with the support
ofhis father created Mehta Publishing House, which today is a
known Publisher in Maharashtra. His father still sits at the
store located on Bhausingji road where they began the
business.

So sad to hear his loss. May god give enough strength to
the family to bear his irreparable loss. I pray that his soul rests
inpeace. We will miss you Sunil.

— Sachin Shirgaokar
™R

Akhil, I am shocked and numb. On that November day
Dad, Sunil Gadgil and I were chatting, joking and laughing
and now it’s so difficult to accept that I will never get to see
Dad. The industry has lost a great publisher and a fantastic
human being. Under current pandemic situation [ am avoiding
to be there to say bye to him. Also I do not want to see him in
that state. I want to keep our November happy moments close
to my heart. I will see you as soon as the situation improves. Be
strong. We are all with you. Take care. I will call up you and
grand Dad in some days.

— Sunil Patki, Pan Macmillan
™R

Very very sad news I m speechless it’s a personal loss for
me our heartfelt condolences to u & d family May his pure soul
restin eternal peace

— Sachin Pilgaokar
™R

©¢ | TEAT WISt U : TgaRt R0 7R




We learned demise of our friend & mentor Shri Sunilbhai.
We have a very good memories with him. We are not able to
gulp this news. But we have no option other than accepting this
harsh truth.

We will pray to God to give you and your family strength
in this difficult time. Please accept our condolences.

— R R Sheth and Co Pvt Ltd
(@

Dear Akhil,

Iam in the US. I heard about your father’s sad demise just
now. I had no idea about his recent illness. I am still in shock
and have no words to express my feelings. My husband and I
are with you and your family. You are still so young. When I
first met your father, he must have been be your age. I still
remember the happy times I shared with all of you. Pls take
care of yourself, your mom, Sahil and your grandpa. [ will call
youina few days!

— Leena Sohoni
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Dear Akhil, it’s unbearable loss! Very very shocking!
Can’t believe it! Such a good soul! May he Rest in peace. It’s
your responsibility now to carry forward his great legacy! Om
shanti

— Vishwas Nangare Patil

We are very, very sorry to hear about Mr. Sunil Mehta
passing away. Our condolences to everyone at Mehta
Publishing House for the loss. Writing in to let you know
that you have our unwavering support in this difficult
time. Should there be anything we could help with, please
doreach out.

— All of us at Roli Books
(@

I just now learnt with great shock and sadness the
sudden passing away of dear Sunil. Indeed, a great loss to
both you personally and to the books industry. I carry
very fond memories of him. May God give peace to his
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soul and courage to you to bear this great loss with
courage and dignity.
— Sudhir Malhotra
Orient paperbacks, New Delhi
™R

I heard about Mr Mehta’s passing last evening. It’s
terribly shocking for everyone in the publishing
community. Having worked with him on many books
over the last decade or so, I came to know him as a great
champion of Indian literature who transformed the way
Marathi publishing functioned with his modern outlook.

I am so sorry for your loss. Please convey my
condolences to his family. I hope they find the strength to
cope with this.

— Minakshi Thakur
™R

I’'m so sorry to hear about the news. It’s really
heartbreaking.

Praying for strength and courage for Mr. Mehta’s
family.

Thanks,

— Ridhima Kumar
(O

Please convey our heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family for the sad demise of Shri. Sunil Mehta.

May God rest his soul in peace and give strength and
courage to family members to face the tragedy.

— Dr. Mrs Vinaya V. Dharwadkar
(O
I am Rei Kimura one of your authors and I have known
and met Sunil at various Frankfurt Book Fair for so many
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years. I was and am still shocked to learn that Sunil passed on a
couple of days ago. | was communicating with him on my last
book with Mehta quite recently and he seemed well and
upbeat. If we are feeling so sad I can imagine how you and
your family feel. I am so very sorry for this great loss and
although we have no choice but to accept it, Sunil left us many
memories of a warm person and great achievements.

RIP, Sunil you are forever missed by all of us. Take care
and my prayers are with you and your family.

Warmest wishes.

— Rei Kimura (Author)
™R

A prominent personality in the world of Marathi
publishing, Sunil Mehta not only gave a new lease of life to
veteran authors but was instrumental in bringing to Marathi
the works of many international celebrities like Jeffrey Archer,
Frederick Forsyth, Robin Cook, Alistair McLean, John
Grisham, lan Fleming and Dan Brown, to name a few.

Mehta was a formidable Indian publisher and not merely a
‘regional language publisher’ whose enthusiasm and
commitment to translations and his fearlessness when it came
to publishing, will stay with us forever.

— Sachin Ketkar
™R

Dear Sir & Akhil,

I was informed from Pune by some of the fellow
publishers at around 4:30 or 5:00 on the 12th that Sunil is no
more. It came as a shock and in fact [ couldn't believe it. [ didn't
know what to say when [ was informed. Really shocking.

I have been in constant touch with Sunil over the phone,
even as recent as a few weeks back. Between you and him,
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suggested most of the best Marathi titles, even got me the
rights for the books not published by you. As a friend and a
fellow publisher, Itis a big loss for me.

I believe he has played a major role, not only as a Marathi
publisher but at large, including mainstream publishing
programs and translations.

I pray that the departed soul may rest in peace. May the
Almighty give you and the family the strength to withstand
this moment of great loss and sorrow.

Condolences,
— Ravi Deecee
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Rajendra B. Aklekar £ @rajtoday - Jan 12
Y Very shocking to read this. Had hoped to meet him someday.
My flrst book Halt Station India came into Marathi only because of him!
ntillu
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