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English Books

About the Book

The Fountain's Magic
by Marya Rahator

Magical metamorphosis of an Indian woman.

Maya, who dreams about a simple life like any ordinary girl, only to be
shattered by the cruel blow of an acrid matrimony.

When she has given up all hopes and life had become complaisant
with Maya plummeting to the pits of utter desolation her desire to outsmart
her discouraging fate re-surges.

Will she be able to over-shadow the nemesis of the demon by her
optimism and sheer resilient mettle?
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Cheryl Koenig was born, and still resides, in
the southern suburbs of Sydney. She met her soul
mate, Rob, whilst still in school and married at the
age of just nineteen. More than thirty years later
she is still very happily married and has two
treasured sons.

Cheryl volunteers much of her free time assisting
in development of government policy and services in the health care arena,
as well as speaking at various Medical Conferences; Rotary & other
Community Groups; Carer Support Groups and or Disability Groups;
including training days for clinical networks or those who work in the
disability arena.

Through tireless fundraising efforts, she has helped raise over $190,000
for various health care services and non-government support groups, and
she is passionate about advocating for carers to be validated for the
important role they play in society.

Book review

Paper Cranes
- Cheryl Koenig

A Triumph of Courage and Hope!

If any of us is asked about what we would
like to change about our lives if given a chance,
we would flit amidst myriad tempting options.
However, Cheryl Koenig, the author of ‘Paper
Cranes’, asserts that the only thing she would
change is that fateful day in 1997 when her then
12 year old son Jonathan (Jono) met with a car
accident that changed his and their entire
family’s life irreversibly! “Had | known that it was
the last time | was seeing Jono run like a gazelle, | would have done
everything to keep him inside the house” says Cheryl, for whom, the trauma
began barely a few minutes after Jono rushed out of house that day, to
play with his friend.
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Jono’s father Robert had just warned his son to step up on the
kerb before himself driving away a bit father, when suddenly he heard
a loud thud. Instinctively, Robert looked back and was met with the
blood-curdling sight of his son lying mangled on the road! Jono had
been hit by a car coming down the bend — the driver was in a speed that
didn’t allow him to slow down when Jono was traipsing across the road.
The impact was so forceful that Jono suffered from severe brain injuries
that lead to bruising of his mid-brain, contusion of the left temporal lobe,
shearing of the brain stem (that translated into inability to control breathing
and heart rate) and a loss of nerves and muscles used for seeing, hearing,
eating, talking and walking!!! Add to this, he suffered from fractures and
serious injuries to his knees.

Jono was immediately rushed to the hospital where he was put on life-
support system. From thereon began an ordeal that one wouldn’t wish
upon the worst of enemies. Jono was proclaimed as a ‘lost case’ by most
doctors who operated upon him. The apathy made Cheryl and Robert see
the in anger; as did the frequent hints by certain people about Jono now
becoming a ‘brain dead boy’. This unabashed display of apathy
strengthened Cheryl’s resolve to get her son back on his feet and prove
his detractors wrong. However, the task was much easier said than done.
For starters, Jono couldn’t even move his fingers or toes; he couldn’t
gesticulate; his eyes would remain fixed to the right; he would go into fits
of breathlessness... These aspects put several barriers in the basic
communication required to understand what worked and did not work for
Jono’s journey to recovery. Despite this, Cheryl and Robert determinedly
pulled on. On an added note, they also had the turbulent emotions of their
younger son Chris to consider. Chris was forced to grow up overnight after
Jono’s accident and the emotional repercussions of this abrupt change
had to be dealt with very delicately. Robert took on the onus of handling
Chris and working hard to keep the money rolling in for Jono’s treatment;
whereas Cheryl took on the onus of fobbing off naysayers and getting
Jono back on his feet, literally and otherwise too.

The biggest spanner came in the form of a court case that the driver
of the car that hit Jono, slapped on the Koenigs for their son’s negligence
and the damage it caused to his car!!! Absurd as the charge was, the
Koenigs had to fight it out to success for one and a half years!

What kept Cheryl going amidst this bevy of trying situations, is the
support that they got from Jono’s classmates, few teachers and some
celebrities as well. Whilst the celebrities boosted Jono’s morale by talking
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about his predicament on public forums; his classmates’ gesture of

putting up a thousand paper cranes as a symbol of hope, contributed

tremendously to Jono’s zeal to fight back. After a year or so of trudging

along, the Koenigs got a breakthrough with lan Hunter’s neuro-
developmental theory. The exercises and treatments included in this theory
started expediting Jono’s journey to recovery. Another chance encounter
with a certain Dr. Gavin Williams accorded further boost to this process.
Almost a decade of persistent efforts and sky-high perseverance, coupled
with insatiable hope, finally led to Jono being able to walk... followed by
run, dance and even ski!ll Presently, Jono is gainfully employed in a
confectionery company and is leading the kind of life that Cheryl and Robert
dreamt and prayed for every day since his accident.

‘Paper Cranes’ needless to say, it becomes a touching saga. But what
contributes to its interest factor is the way Cheryl has refrained from making
it a long-winding lament. Instead, she has achieved a successful balance
between outlining the technical details of the accident and the court case,
whilst also keeping the emotions intertwined with these occurrences alive;
but without making the reader succumb into its whorls. Cheryl displays
thorough knowledge of the medical history and terminologies, which in
turn might help a lot of readers in similar situations.

The book becomes a tad winding in the latter half. The details of Jono’s
therapies and the series of failures they went through, does become a bit
long-drawn towards the end. Nevertheless, the determination and display
of sheer hope in the face of multiple adversities that shines through the
entire narrative, makes the book a complete winner, despite its tiny flaws.

- RESHMA S. KULKARNI

New Books

Gayatri's Maths Mantra  Novgorod Diary Paper Cranes Saris on Scooters
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Parvana's Journey
— Deborah Ellis

Category - Fiction
Type - Paperback
Pages - 120

Price - Rs. 120.00

Praise

Sequel to The Breadwinner, Parvana's Journey by Deborah Ellis follows
the eponymous 12-year-old girl who, disguised as a boy, sets off from
Kabul in search of her missing mother and siblings in Taliban-era
Afghanistan. When war breaks out, she bands together with other displaced
children.

— Publishers Weekly

This sequel to The Breadwinner easily stands alone. After her father's
death, 13-year-old Parvana, disguised as a boy, wanders alone through
war-torn Afghanistan looking for her mother and siblings who had
disappeared in the tumult of the Taliban takeover of Mazar-e-Sharif. Early
in her journey, Parvana comes across a baby, the only survivorin a bombed
village. She takes him along, as both a burden and comforting company.
Taking shelter in a small cave, she discovers an angry one-legged boy
who is starved for both food and human companionship. Imagining treasure
in their cave, they dig, only to find a cache of bullets-a scene that epitomizes
what childhood has become for these young people. The three continue
Parvana's search, stopping for a time in an apparent safe haven on the
edge of a minefield where an eight-year-old lives with a near-comatose
grandmother. When their refuge is destroyed, the four children join a long
line of refugees, arriving finally at a camp. A bittersweet ending offers some
hope for Parvana and her family, but readers are left with a horrifyingly
realistic picture of the effect of war on children. While the reading is not
difficult, the grim content cries out for discussion. An unforgettable read.

— School Library Journal
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Simplifying the complicated

At the tender age of thirteen, Gayatri Lodha has published
a book offering tips that aim to make mathematical prob-

a'l'r'l

Lod ha

lem-solving easier. She speaks

to After Hrs about her book,
her love for numbers and her
future plans.

She is only thirteen years old,
but if one were to meet
Gayatri Lodha, an eighth stan-
dard student of Pune's well-
known St. Anne's Primary
School, he would be as-
tounded at the numerical abil-
ity she possesses. This math-
ematics genius has not only
solved complex math prob-
lems, but also published her
own book titled Gayatri's

Maths Mantra, under Mehta Publications at such a tender
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age. Give her that amazed 'that's-so-unbelievable' sort of
a look and all you'll get is an innocent smile in return. "If
you just play with numbers, you'll realise there is so much
more that you can do with them. I just love solving sums,
especially the difficult ones," she says, with a gleam of
excitement in her eyes.

Ask her what motivated her to write the book, and you'll
get an instant reply, "At school, I often found my class-
mates struggling with maths and getting sums wrong, de-
spite putting in persistent efforts. This book is a compi-
lation of all the techniques I have learnt so far from my
father, to solve tough mathematical problems." She adds
that through this book, she aims at helping all those who
struggle to understand the subject better.

Gayatri's parents first noticed her talent when she was
around five or six years old. "She used to play Vedic maths
games as a kid, and while her friends found it difficult to
get the right answer, she got it at the snap of a finger,"
says her mother, Nutan Lodha, an arts teacher, who even-
tually encouraged her daughter to write the book.

What started off as a favourite pastime has now turned
into a passion for the budding maths champ. However,
her phenomenal mathematical abilities wouldn't have
been enhanced so greatly had it not been for the able guid-
ance of her father Sanjay Lodha, a practicing cost ac-
countant. Says a beaming Sanjay, "Unlike other parents,
we never had to chase Gayatri with maths. It was always
she who came up with unique ways to solve a given prob-
lem, and that usually surprised us. I teach her some tricks
to simplify calculations, but it is her aptitude to grasp
things quickly that has got her this far."

Apart from this, Gayatri also received a government
scholarship in maths last year and gained a 99.6 percen-
tile in Assessment of Scholastic Skills through Educa-
tional Testing (ASSET) in sixth standard. The multi-tal-
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ented young girl not only excels in academics, but also
shows avid interest in the arts, learning western music
from singer Carla D'souza and Kathak from danseuse
Roshantai Date. She has performed in numerous dance
shows organised by Rochit Kathak Academy in the past.
Seeing her journey so far, one would think that Gayatri
would want to pursue a career in the same field, but sur-
prisingly, she wants to either become a fashion designer
or an architect. "I love maths, but I love painting too," she
says with a smile. Two of Gayatri's paintings have been
sent for an international competition in Japan, which was
organised by Chitrakala Niketan. Her mother, who has
her own arts institute called Gayatri's Art, says, "She has
been drawing and painting since childhood, and has never
approached me for any kind of assistance. It is an ability
that she has developed all by herself."

Ask her parents if they approve of Gayatri's decision of
pursuing creative arts in the future and they say, "We are
happy if she is happy. We have never forced her to do
anything against her will. We will support her, no matter
what she decides to do in the future."

Lastly, we ask the little champ if her love for numbers is
short lived, to which she frowns and replies, "No! Never!
I will always stay in touch with maths. Numbers fasci-
nate me and I will continue to find ways to make it inter-
esting for those who consider it a nightmare. No matter
what I do tomorrow, one thing is certain; I wish to write
more books, especially pertaining to mathematics."

ishani.bose @dnaindia.net
Ishani Bose

DNA
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