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English Books

Jane Hawking was Stephen Hawking's wife
for over twenty-five years. She has lived in
Cambridge for most of her adult life. Her book
At Home in France was published in 1994,
followed by Music to Move the Stars in 1999.
She teaches Modern Languages and is also a
keen solo and choral singer.

Book review

Travelling to Infinity : My Life with Stephen
- Jane Hawking

A tale of infinite grit & love

As the cliché goes, ‘Behind every successful man, there is a woman'.
A very congratulatory statement indeed! But, ever wondered about the
unwitting disservice it does to the sweat, blood & tears of that woman, by
cloaking it in a blanket of effusiveness for her better half's success?! One
hardly gets to know the travails that the woman underwent to help propel
her man to those giddy heights of glory. No one gets to see her sacrifice,
her labour, or her tightrope-walk to keep the man untouched by any
problems to remain singularly focussed on his goal. But - ‘Travelling to
Infinity — My Life with Stephen’ — the autobiography written by renowned
cosmologist Stephen Hawking’s better half Jane, comes as a welcome
exception to this rule. However, while Jane Hawking has penned a candid
account of her entire life, the beauty of it lies in the fact that the book
consciously steers clear of becoming a self-sung
paean.

For several years, Jane had resisted writing
about the grime behind the glory of Stephen
Hawking, in order to preserve a shred of privacy
in her world otherwise permanently on posterity.
However the inevitable loss of that privacy, with

- el T iy malignant rumours adding to the chaos, made
SR ETU  Jane change her resolve. She did so; but without
ly Life with Stephen resorting to any exaggeration, as also, excessive
AN G discretion. It is this very aspect that makes the
book so engaging from the first page to the last.
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Written in a conversational tone in crisp, old-world British English,
the book takes us hand-in-hand down memory-lane with Jane as she
recounts the early happy days of her childhood; the quicksilver heady
romance with Stephen; the marriage that was forever frowned upon
by the Hawkings; her exhaustive combat with Stephen’s degenerative
motor-neuron disease and most of all, her constant efforts to enable
Stephen to reach the stars even as his body wasted away to nothingness.

Jane was a much-loved, intelligent girl who fell in love with Stephen
for his genius and wit. Despite Stephen being diagnosed with motor-neuron
disease much before their marriage, Jane took the brave step of marrying
him; thus sacrificing her own dreams and what could have been a brilliant
career (she was studying Spanish literature). The marriage led Jane to
contend with a near-permanent absence of Stephen’s from the domestic
front - either because he would be constantly mentally engaged with Physics
or because, very soon became physically incapable and confined to the
wheelchair. The initial years saw Jane struggling to take care of Stephen’s
increasing demands, raising their three kids and coping despite the
complacent attitude of his family and the society (towards the travails
associated with motor-neuron disease). Travelling world-wide with Stephen
on a wheelchair, running pillar to post to contain his abrupt medical
emergencies, struggling to run the house in the most meagre income and
then being relegated to the sidelines as the Physics-ignoramus vis-a-vis
the genius would certainly hurt and trouble the young Jane. Add to that,
Stephen would wittingly-unwittingly keep putting Jane down whenever she
tried to suggest anything to him. But Jane would bravely take this all in her
stride, assisting Stephen in penning his speeches, arranging parties, setting
up house and dealing with all the handy-jobs that would conventionally be
a male bastion.

Jane would have continued doing this till the end of her life, had it not
been for a cruel stroke of fate which led Stephen to falling in love with his
nurse! Twenty-five years of Jane’s unwavering devotion were brushed away
like crumbs! Undoubtedly, Jane would have been shattered, had it not
been for the tender support of Jonathan Hellyer, a choirmaster who she
had met in the interim. Jonathan was the only ray of sunshine in Jane’s
otherwise tedious life. He provided her all the support, friendship and care
that a woman in her state would need. Whilst most people frowned upon
what they thought was an unnatural relationship (since Jonathan would
mostly be around in the Hawking's residence), truth was that Jonathan
was equally devoted to caring for Stephen and he and Jane forever
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maintained a dignified distance amidst them. It was only years after
Stephen left Jane that she and Jonathan got married and did Jane
finally get all the love and respect that she deserved.
The memoir leaves the reader laughing with and crying for Jane
— albeit the incidence of the former is much less than the latter. The
credit for this engagement goes to Jane’s unbridled narration, interspersed
with specks of dry British humour and detailed analyses of all situations. It
would have become a purely emotional account; but for Jane’s
thoughtfulness of explaining Stephen’s theories and research in great detail.
However, the biggest draw for the book remains in the fact that Jane does
not paint herself as a martyr or Stephen as a villain. She gives credit where
credit is due and is honest enough to admit her shortcomings as well as
Stephen’s genius.

All in all, a fantastic memoir to read, to get the other, more personal
side of the genius’s life — one that may not as shiny and bright as his
professional one, but yet an engaging one indeed!

- RESHMA S. KULKARNI

New Books

neciFr sy s s

Tlg%lené% Mexican Cooking

The Gift Tamil Tigress
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One Foot Wrong
by Sofie Laguna

Category - Fiction
Type -Paperback

Pages - 188

Price - Rs. 200.00

Praise

“A powerful and extremely disturbing novel... The lyricism of Hester’s
astonishingly beautiful and myopic voice is constant, even when the plot
becomes terrifying and tragic.... This is an extraordinary, poetic novel that
gives as much as it takes...it will also open a door on perception and
understanding.”

— Blogcritics.org

“Atruly haunting tale that readers won't soon forget, from a compelling,
original voice.”
— Publishers Weekly

“Laguna writes with lyrical economy, and her craft elevates a tale which
in its bare outlines seems like sensational tabloid fare...A disturbing story
graced by powerful, poetic prose.”

— Kirkus Reviews

GANRIEL TISAR

Novgorod Diary Paper Cranes Saris on Scooters  Gayatri's Maths
Mantra
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Respected Sir,

I just read ur book “Steve Jobs-ek zapatlela tantradny”.
Ilike it so much....khup sundar book ahe, jobs gele tevapasun
mail karaychi hoti pan rahile tasech, tumhi tumchya ya book
cha mail kela teva me te vikat anale lagech..

apple he naav mi 2006 madhe MSCIT kartana first time
vachle hote. tyanantar ipad, ipod, tablet pcs, iphone hi nave
me eaikun ahe , n chitramadhe pahilit fake, ajun use nahi
keleli kadhi, pan hi upkarne kashi ahet he mahit aahe book
vachunch..jobs yani ya field madhe ghetleli bharari khupch
chan ahe...kamit kami pagemadhe tumhi khup mahiti yogya
ritine mandali ahe tumhi, book vacheparynt jobs baddal mala
jast kahi mahit navate, evdhch mahit hote ki I'T madhil te ek
navajlele vyaktimattv ahe, pan ya book mule tyncha purn
parichay mala zala.

Thanks sir for writing for such Book .n ur upcoming book
on Fidel Castro is also nice... Thanks...

Priyanka Mande
Adhalgaon( Ahmednagar)
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Forthcoming
"y This book explains simple techniques of
Gayatrl s basic mathematical calculations such as

multiplication and division.

Maths Mantra With the help of these techniques one can
improve the speed of calculation as well as
accuracy. It is possible to improve the

2 scores in school as well as competitive
examinations such as MPSC, UPSC,

Scholarship, NDA, Maths Olympiad, other

academic and professional exams by using

the techniques explained in this book.

The author has learnt these techniques

from a variety of books, periodicals,

research work etc. She has learnt various
techniques from her father. She has
developed these techniques and explained
them in very simple and lucid language in
this book so that students as well as their
parents will find it easy to understand. For

: solving the problems, it is necessary to use

o the conventional methods in examinations

= as stipulated by the examining authority but

i the answer obtained by conventional
C?ayatn Lodha method can be cross checked using these
Price Rs. - 95.00 techniques.
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