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English Books

Rei Kimura is a lawyer with a passion for writing
about unique events and personalities. She has adopted

an interesting style of creating stories around true events

and the lives of real people in a number of her books,
believing that is the best way of making hidden historical
events and people come alive for 21st century readers.
Kimura considers her writing as part of the perennial quest
for truth, challenge and fulfillment. Her books have been
translated into various Asian and European languages and widely read all over the
world.

Book review

Like A Willow Tree - by Rei Kimura

They say, ‘Tough times do not last; tough people do'... However, for
the spirited and courageous Hanako Ishigaki the tough times kept lashing
out at her like a vengeful foe; even as she kept rebuilding her life from
scratch after every torment. Rei Kimura captures Hanako'’s life-story in her
book ‘Like a Willow Tree’.

Indeed afinely inspirational read; the fact that it is a real story, subdues
the reader with mute awe for Hanako’s indomitable spirit. Had it been a
piece of fiction, a reader would have left it at appreciating the cross-cultural
teething problems or the startlingly surreal games of fate that the
protagonists are subjected to. However, the fact that somewhere in recent
history, a girl called Hanako Ishigaki actually underwent such an ‘eventful’
life, makes one uneasy at the cruel games that destiny sometimes has a
laugh playing!

The Ishigaki family - comprising of Kazuo,
L iﬁ‘-’)\i\ﬂ«s | his wife Seiko and kids Hanako & Yoshio - would
Red Kimurs have continued its idyllic existence in Kyoto
: (Japan), had Kazuo not decided to take up a job
offer in faraway Hawaii! Thoroughly opposed to
the ludicrous idea of uprooting the family from
one’s own country and culture to venture into
the stark unknown, Seiko tries hard to resist. But
her pleas fall on deaf ears and after an arduous
journey by sea, the Ishigakis arrive in Hawaii
only to find that the company where Kazuo was
to be employed had shut shop a month back!
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Shocked at this treachery, lost in an unfamiliar land and with no

money to return, the family tries to recover from this blow of fate with

Kazuo gaining small-time employment in the sugarcane fields at

Kauai. From then on, every day is a lesson in adjustment and
compromise. Having to make do with meagre money, trying to adjust to
the strange cuisine of Hawaii and trying to understand the local language
take their toll on the elder Ishigakis who try to keep their roots alive by
settling in a Japanese colony called ‘Furusato’. In contrast, the younger
Ishigakis — albeit upset earlier- adapt faster to the new country’s ways.
Nevertheless, back home, it's a balancing act for the kids who try to meld
into the American culture outside and retain their Japanese ways at home.
However, for Hanako, these trials soon pale in comparison to what she
faces after a particularly enchanting encounter at 16. Hanako gets a
scholarship to attend an exclusive school at Honolulu. Reluctant to let her
daughter go off to an unknown city where she could be ensnared by
American boys, Seiko resists a lot. However, yet again, her resistance
falls short and Hanako goes off to Honolulu High, where she meets James
Robertson, a strapping American lad who falls madly in love with her!
Initially just worried about her mother’s reaction, Hanako is soon faced
with an even more crushing predicament when James'’s father Michael
Robertson — a prominent political personality — objects to their relationship.
He divulges information that the Japanese might attack the Pearl Harbour
and if that happens, a high-flying American lad’s love affair with a Japanese
girl is a scandal that the family would definitely not want at its doorstep!
The hopeful lovers try to hang on; but soon, James is sent off as a military
cadet to defend Pearl Harbour in case the attacks happen. Aforlorn Hanako
makes the most of their time apart by indulging in her lifelong passion —
fashion designing — with her new best friend Melanie Takanaka. A chance
meeting with the famous fashion designer Miyako Mori earns her a job
offer, but with the Japanese indeed attacking the Pearl Harbour, Hanako
needs to rush back to Furusato, leaving behind a string of incomplete
dreams, Melanie and her dear James! James does come back to Melanie
asking for Hanako'’s address, but is forced to go back desolately empty-
handed, not knowing when he’ll see the love of his life again!

Back in Furusato, Hanako is engulfed in an emotional vacuum as she
pines for James and misses the excitement of Honolulu. To compound
matters, the Ishigaki family is soon shifted to a war-relocation centre in
Manzanar. Thankfully, Hanako’s creative skills get an unexpected outlet
at Manzanar when she is asked to stitch uniforms for the officers there.
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Soon, more orders follow and Hanako sees a sliver of happiness
which gets a surprise joust when Melanie too is sent to the same
camp. However, yet again, Hanako'’s joy is prematurely aborted as
orders come to deport the Ishigaki family to Japan. This time, even
Yoshio suffers the brunt of this order. Having fallen in love with Melanie in
a few days, Yoshio is heartbroken with the imminent separation but is
helpless against it. The family comes to Japan where the older Ishigakis
settle to the life they know best; Hanako goes to work for Miyako Mori
and Yoshio, unable to ever recover from the heart-break ends his life by
enlisting as a Kamikaze pilot as a mark of defiance to the country that he
accepted as his homeland but which always treated him as an outsider. In
fact, the turmoil of whether they are Japanese or American; and why were
they never completely accepted in either country (they continue to be treated
as Americanised Japanese after returning to Japan) , forms a heart-
wrenching backdrop to Yoshio and Hanako's life-story.

Post their return to Japan, Hanako throws herself into work and
becomes a world-renowned fashion designer. She revels in her professional
success but the ache for James never dulls. On the other side of the world,
James is trapped in a loveless marriage and never stops loving Hanako. A
chance encounter leads him to discovering Hanako’s whereabouts, and
soon, James reaches out to her! All her troubles of the last few decades
find momentary despite as the lovers rejoice in their secret rendezvous.
However, yet again Hanako's joy is shortlived! Even as James decides to
divorce his wife to spend his twilight years with his real love, Hanako is
detected with stomach-cancer. Hanako is unable to fight her cancer and
departs from this world, yet again leaving her dear James grief-stricken!

All'in all, ‘Like A Willow Tree’ is definitely worth more than one read!

- RESHMA S. KULKARNI
New Books
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lH.NOT REID

Never to Return /Sandy Reid /X 255

When Sandy Reid was taken into care he was just one year
old. Little did his mother know that she would never see
him again. Never to Return is the extraordinary true story
of Sandy Reid and his big sister Maggie and what hap-
pened to them when they were taken away from their
parents and their way of life. It was the middle of winter
when the authorities swooped on the travellers' wood-
land camp, determined to take the youngest children into
care and give them a better life. But it didn't work out
that way.

One Foot Wrong /Sofie Laguna /% 200

‘Outside was forbidden. It was dangerous because it had
no walls or roof telling you when to stop.” ‘An authentic
voice, an evocation of childhood and memory that, for all
its terrors, evokes the sublime, tragic moment when inno-
cence submits to experience. Laguna creates a world and a
character and a language that we become immersed within.
That she does it with a subject matter of such destructive
cruelty, that she does it with such rigour and power, is a
testament to her craft, skill and maturity.

The Fountain's Magic /Marya Rahato/ ¥ 140

Magical metamorphosis of an Indian woman, Maya, who
dreams about a simple life like any ordinary girl, only to be
shattered by the cruel blow of an acrid matrimony. When
she has given up all hopes and life had become complai-
sant with Maya plummeting to the pits of utter desola-
tion her desire to outsmart her discouraging fate re-surges.
Will she be able to over-shadow the nemesis of the demon
by her optimism and sheer resilient mettle?

—mmmm— (@
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Lami Mot & Vikeont Shukda

The Wrong Chase
Vikrant Shukla/Laxmi Natraj /¥ 300

Story starts with murder of a Tourist in Mumbai, fol-
lowed by a couple of more tourists losing their lives.
Mumbai was not a safe city for Tourists anymore. Bhani,
alady who devoted her life to serve orphan and mentally
retarded children was held accused of killing the owners
of the orphanage. - Did she kill them for some personal
ain? Bhani admitted in the court that she was the killer
Eut still some people thought she is innocent and some-
one is trying to trap her in that case of double murder.

AEdT WS AT : AT R0QR | £3



Fifty Years of silence/Jan Ruff-O'Herne/ 300

How can you tell your daughters? Your grandchildren? I
mean, the shame, the shame was still so great.  knew L had to
tell them but I couldn't tell them face to face... So I decided
to write it down. Jan Ruff-O'Herne's idyllic childhood in
Dutch colonial Indonesia ended when the Japanese invaded
Javain 1942. She was interned in Ambarawa Prison Camp
along with her mother and two younger sisters. In February
1944, when Jan was just twenty-one, she was taken from
the camp and forced into sexual slavery in a brothel for the
Japanese military, where she was repeatedly beaten and raped
for a period of there months.

Schapelle/Tony Wilson/ 3280

Schapelle Corby's face moved the world as she was impris-
oned in Indonesia for 20 years for drugs found in her bag-
gage in Denpasar Airport in 2004. While the former beauty
therapy student from Queensland struggles in the daily
hell of Kerobokan Prison, she salvages any dignity she can
muster knowing her current relase date could be as far away
as 2024. In SCHAPELLE, journalist investigator Tony
Wilson writes the truth behind the court's findings, the
media allegations and the hype that surrounded the case.
Tony Wilson has never faltered in his belief that Schapelle is
innocent and he sets out the truth behind the heaslines of

Schapelle's shocking case.
Betrayed/Latifa Ali/Richard Shears/ 3400

SCHAPELLE - ® 28

This is the true story of Latifa Ali, betrayed by her mother
i [and left prisoner to her father in Kurdistan, northern Iraq.
She has no allies, no liberty as a Muslim woman and no
access to an embassy. As the war on terror rages around her,

= Latifa is at war with her culture and customs. Imprisoned,

.\l Bl abused and violated, her efforts to escape Iraq fail and her
BCCR&QL q impending forced marriage could end in her death by the

Lacifs Al with Richase -0 .-

ancient custom of honor killing. She has to get out. When
the US military occupies Kurdistan, she has a chance to break free.

Parenting |Parenting the Office/Doris S. Davidoft/ X350

1 [Many of us view our fellow office workers as a "second
| @ %s"u | |family." The office and home environments share many simi-
lI : 'Yy |I lar situations and dynamics. The Davidoffs present com-

|7 mon management situations on a casebycase basis, present-
|7 J ing solutions that are effective, concise, and sometimes even
oy Doris &, Dusidll, Pl €. Diwidoft, f un.
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Why My Third Husband Will Be a Dog
Lisa Scottoline/ 400

This one's for you, extraordinary ordinary women every-
where It's time for seriously hilarious girl-talk with "New
York Times" bestselling author Lisa Scottoline. She's shared
this collection of scenes from her real life, and she bets her
life sounds a lot like yours.. . . if you crave carbs, can't find
jeans that fit, and still believe that these two things are unre-
lated. Pick up this book--you'll laugh, you'll cry, and you'll
swear off pantyhose. Here are some examples of Lisa's wit
and wisdom:

Husband
Will BeaDog

|In the Hands of Taliban
-| Joanie de Rijke/ 3250
3

What did it take to survive? A Dutch-Belgian female jour-
| nalist who was taken hostage in November 2008 by Taliban
' | warriors talks openly about her kidnapping. How did she
experience the frightening days in the mountains, far away
| from Kabul, hardly any contact with the outside world?

With salient details on the hostage takers, the negotiators,
and the role of the Belgian and Dutch government.

[UTHE F0T WUaTEIEl, § Y&ish aNTauararst
@Ieitel URATaT@! Huch §1e] ikl

Tgdl g Aed
322, WISHETST US, WaHl HeuNds,
FIRTI ¥Q& 02R.
43 : GFS .30 d T ¢
(Tl &%)
B (0238)4¥RR03.
fAET : (0339)3U¥ 2449,

Email : mehtabooks@eth.net
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= | Like a Willow a Tree/Rei Kimura/ 350

Rei Limura

A Willow Tree, soft and flowy on

the outside, unbreakable and strong on the inside, left to
brave the lashings and extremities of wind and storm, but
never quite breaiing. This book is based on the true story
of the turbulent life of Hanako Ishigaki as she was tossed
around by the winds of migration, war internment camps
and an incredibly unlikely and impossible love affair wo-
ven into it to add poignance to a story of great courage and
determination to survive and succeed against all odds. How
will it end?

=] The Spare room /Helen Garner/ 3250

‘When Helen offers her spare room to her

old friend Nicola, she has little idea what

lies ahead. For Nicola is very ill. Her battle in the weeks
that follow will turn not only her life upside down, but
also those of everyone around her. This is an unforget-
table journey, heartbreaking and inspiring, which will
test their friendship to its limit.

2 Shattered Silence
i&gj AU Melissa Moore/M.Bridget Cook/ X350
SLENCE

In Shattered Silence, Melissa Moore shares the true story of
her life as the daughter of notorious "Happy Face" serial
killer. In this inspiring story, Melissa grows from a confused
child to an outraged adolescent to an accepting adult. As
she slowly connects the dots and realizes the full extent of
the terrifying and gruesome crimes her father has commit-

ted, Melissa also begins to realize that she cannot change her father-—all she
has control over is her own life and deciding how she will react to everything
that has happened.

Told with heartbreaking sincerity, this uplifting story of optimism and discov-
ering joy, even in the face of overwhelming adversity, will inspire you to face
your own challenges with a similar attitude of hope.
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5| Travelling to Infinity My Life with Stephen
Jane Hawking/ X550

Professor Stephen Hawking is one of the most famous and
remarkable scientists of our age, and author of the scientific
o | bestseller A Brief History of Time, which sold over 25 mil-
28 lion copies across the world. In this compelling memoir, his
first wife Jane relates the inside story of their extraordinary
marriage. As Stephen's academic renown soared, his body
was collapsing under the assaults of motor-neuron disease,
and Jane's candid account of trying to balance his twenty-four-hour care with
the needs of their growing family will be inspirational to anyone dealing with
family illness. The inner strength of the author, and the self-evident character
and achievements of her husband, make for an incredible tale that is always
presented with unflinching honesty; the author's candour is no less evident
when the marriage finally ends in a high profile meltdown, with Stephen
leaving Jane for one of his nurses, while Jane goes on to marry an old family

friend.

‘M The Kiss of Saddam/Michelle Mcdonald/ %350

After growing up in a privileged and cosmopolitan Iraq
during 1950s and 1960s, Selma Masson is plunged into
aworld of despair and intrigue when she discovers first-
hand the brutality of her country's dictator. While Iraqi
Ambassador to Spain, her husband is imprisoned and
tortured by the Hussein government - for Selma, secur-
ing his freedom will mean an unforgettable encounter
with Saddam Hussein.

Now an Australian citizen, Selma has told her story to

Michelle McDonald - this book grew out of the friendship between these two
women from very different cultures.

The Kiss of Saddam takes you on Selma's incredible journey, drawing an
evocative picture of life in Iraq. It shows just what one woman will do to save the
people she loves.
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