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English Books

Introduction

We, at MPH, now have a vast volume of English titles that we would
like Readers to get familiar with. We have covered selective authors,
bringing to our readers the best they deserve. There is a sea of information
they can get access to through our titles that cover biographies, fiction
and non-fiction. We always try and provide quality literature for our valuable
readers.

From this year onwards we are starting a new section, for information
on English books, in our in-house magazine. We hope our readers will
appreciate our efforts and avail of the new opportunity we bring them. Our
aim is to provide them with quality literature and to make accessible all
those delightful, varied English titles in South Asia. In this English section
of our in-house magazine, we shall cover reviews, write-ups,
advertisements, forthcoming books, author information etc., of our different
books, from which they can choose according to their liking.

We always keep a finger on the pulse of our readership and endeavor
to furnish them with the widest range of books. Readers’ suggestions and
feedback regarding the books, authors they read or would like to read, can
be conveyed to us through this section. This feedback from our readers
will be invaluable to us and will be invited and considered seriously.

New Books

BV g o
- TImat

Travelling to Infinity The Kiss of Saddam Shattered Silence Like A Willow Tree
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Joanie de Rijke is a freelance journalist and
works for P magazine and Revu, among others. In
her book "IN THE HANDS OF TALIBAN" she makes
remarkable revelations for first time. About the first
contacts with the Taliban group, the tense six days,
the release, the role of Belgian and Dutch governments
in this, and the question of whether or not ransom
money was paid.

Book review

What happens when a journalistic adventure turns into the worst
nightmare imaginable? When your trust in someone is splintered without
a blink and tossed away laughingly? When you’re seen not as a human-
being but as a pot of gold, or worse still, a rag-doll to be mangled with as
pleased?! Joanie de Rijke knows best; as is reflected in her book ‘In the
Hands of Taliban’.

A Dutch-Belgian journalist, out to get some good stories about the
Taliban and life in Afghanistan in their regime, Joanie was in for a rude
shock when she was abducted by a small Taliban gang out to make a
quick buck. Joanie was writing for a Dutch magazine as a freelance
journalist, when in 2008, she travelled to Afghanistan.

The expedition began fruitfully, with Joanie interacting with a few Taliban
chiefs at Prince Abdul Ali Seraj’s residence. Soon after, one of her Afghan
sources presented Joanie the opportunity of an ‘exclusive interview’ with
the Taliban commander who had killed ten French paratroopers in Uzbin
province. Sensing a great story opportunity, the journalist in Joanie couldn’t
resist. Despite several warnings from her friend Dave (a safety advisor in
Kabul who spemahsed in sniffing out ploys), Joanie traipsed off to Surobi
e to meet Commander Ghazi Gul, accompanied
by a mediator and an interpreter. To begin with,
Ghazi and his comrades played along; posing
for pictures and expounding their political and
religious beliefs. Then, on the pretext of showing
Joanie more of ‘their region’,Ghazi made her
trek high up the Surobi Mountains, and on
reaching the topmost peak, calmly announced
that she had been kidnapped!

From thereon began Joanie’s 6-day ordeal!
She was stripped off all her personal belongings,
was made to ‘entertain’ the gang with her songs,
and had to constantly endure their insistence
that she become a Muslim in order to gain a
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place in paradise! As if the physical and mental torture was not enough,

the abductors demanded USD 2 million in exchange for Joanie’s
release, but the question was, who would pay this amount?! Being a
freelance journalist, Joanie did not have any media organisation to
back her. Add to that, neither the Dutch nor the Belgian governments
were ready Joanie gives a no-holds-barred account of her or deal —

right from describing the geographical terrain of Afghanistan to describing
the personalities of the gang-members in detail to lucidly expressing her
anguish and fear in that situation. What sets her novel apart is that she
also elucidates on the ‘human side’ of the terrorists who’re otherwise seen
only as monsters. She talks about their fascination for her toothbrush; the
joy they derive from hearing her sing an English song; and Ghazi Gul's
interaction with his wives and kids, that Joanie gets to witness at the end
of her abduction. She also describes Ghazi’s split-personality as he first
rapes her and then tries to befriend her via jokes and chats!

A gut-wrenchingly written narrative, the book keeps the reader glued
all-through. Joanie’s writing is fast-paced but yet not racy enough to miss
out on pertinent details. Her journalistic ability to present two sides of the
coin in every situation, lends a unique human touch to the book which
would otherwise have looked quite biased. Details of the negotiations and
rescue operations given by Dave; and a reflection on the issue of paying
for a captive journalist’s life as expressed by Joanie’s editor Michael
Lescroart, add a major fillip to the credibility and experience of this book.

The only downside is that the writing style comes across as very
‘newspaper reportage type’. Also, the book lags a little bit in the middle -
making it a bit boring, but thankfully, that doesn’t last too long.

All'in all, an interesting book to understand the nuances of horrifying
realities that are still abound, but ones that we feel happen in some faraway
world. ‘In the Hands of Taliban’ makes you realize (with a shudder), that
this grim reality is actually too close for comfort.

- RESHMA S. KULKARNI
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Travelling to Infinity

My Life with Stephen
by Jane Hawking

Type -Paperback
Category - Biography
Pages - 512
VRSB I Price - Rs. 550.00

Praise

“Stephen Hawking may think in 11 dimensions, but his first wife has
learnt to love in several.” - The Times

dravelling to Infinity

“Jane Hawking has written a book about what it was like to be pivotal
to her husband’s celebrated existence... but it is much more a shout from
the outer darkness.” - The Daily Telegraph

“What becomes of time when a marriage unravels? And what becomes
of the woman who has located her whole self within its sphere? For Jane
Hawking, the physics of love and loss are set in a private universe.” - The
Guardian

“Jane describes the final, painful years of her marriage in candid detail.”
- The Independent

“Jane Hawking’s harrowing and compelling account... rings very true.”
- Irish Times

“This is not a vindictive book, although the agony she went through is
palpable; if Stephen’s struggle to keep his mind clear is heroic, so is her
determination to balance his escalating needs and those of their three
children.” - Independent on Sunday

Forthcoming

=

Mexican Cooking

The Gift Gayatri's Maths Mantra
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Mr. Atul Kahate

Itisregarding your book on perfectionist Steve Jobs
“Steve Jobs - Ek zapatlelatantradnya’.
| haveread the book and it isreally agood book.
Every page of the book kept me interested and
curioustoo......
Various aspects of Jobslifearewovenin structured
manner.
Key takeaways given in conclusion are also well

described....
Thank you for bringing agood book for readers...

Regards,
Prashant Kulakrni
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