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Book Review

If you are a cat-lover, this is one book you shouldn’t miss. On
second thoughts, if you are not a cat-lover, then this is one
book you definitely shouldn’t miss! ‘Eat, Spray & Love’ is a
pictorial (auto)biography written by Blossom, a cute and
curious tabby-cat who, on her own accord, ‘cannot type on a
computer’ and has thus resorted to pictures (accompanied by
intermittent text) to narrate the story of her awesome life. Joan
Sauers, Blossom’s human flatmate, has graciously helped her
effort by making Blossom’s story more loquacious in words
that we human readers will understand.

‘Eat, Spray & Love’ is a unique book indeed. A pictorial
(auto)biography of a pet cat named Blossom, it seeks to
explain to the world about the daily life of the feline species
when they become someone’s favourite pet. Blossom tells us
how her life within the confined of her cosy home is just so
interesting and comfortable, that she feels no need to roam the
world in search of adventures. Every adventure she needs



manifests itself in the different nooks and crannies of her
home. “Why go to Italy or India or even out of your front door
when the truth and beauty of the universe lies within?” she
queries.
Blossom’s question finds validating answers in her life-story
as she tells us how refreshing it is to get fresh water in stone-
bowls served ready instead of having to search for water all
over town. She talks about the joys of killing
moths and house-flies for fun instead of chasing paltry rats in
search of every night’s dinner. Dinner for her comes lovingly
served by her flatmate, which ensures that Blossom remains
free for her own pursuits! She admits to missing feline
company some times, but such moments are rare and fleeting;
because soon she is reminded of the comfort in sitting of her
flatmate’s lap as she entertains her human friends. Blossom
finds loads of amusement is watching varied human species —
some of who coo over her and others who look at her as if she’s
ascary alien. Blossom goes onto telling us about her favourite
pastimes such as playing with strings lying around the house;
trying her hand at her flatmate’s laptop keys; or simply curling
up onacosy cushion.
On the surface, it may not sound like a book for adults/non-
children. But in fact, it is a wonderful way for people of all
ages to go on the other side of the fence and see what a pet
animal’s life is, from his/her own perspective. Blossom’s
(auto)biography achieves this aim perfectly. In a fun way, it
gives us an idea about what it would be like to have a cat as a
pet — at the end of the book, the reader will be more tempted
than put off with the idea of having this much-doubted-animal
as a pet. Interspersed with beautifully clicked sepia-toned
pictures of Blossom, in candid mode, the monologue receives
apt pictorial credence at every juncture. The book makes for an
anytime quick read or even a quick browse to let a smile play
onyour lips in the midst of a hectic day.
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