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About the Author

Achyut Barve :

The mostinfluential and unforgettable author
by Rajashree Naware

Story or what is known as ‘Goshta’ or ‘Katha’ is an important and
basic constituent of any Literature. When we come to think about Marathi
literature the prose form took a distinct turn in the twentieth century.

‘Gangadhar Gadgil’, ‘Arvind Gokhale’, ‘Vyankatesh Madgulkar’, ‘P. B.
Bhave’ and many other distinguished writers ushered in what has been called
the "new short story.” In a way, Marathi stories shed their earlier skin.

The newness was due to the return to realism. The false romantic—
imaginary world of stories had changed now. Marathi stories have
progressed and expanded in all dimensions throughout the years. The
credit goes to those many innovative and creative minds. They have
diversely depicted the emotional and sympathetic side of the middle class.
One such notable writer is ‘Achyut Barve'. For all those who haven’t heard
of ‘Achyut Barve’, here is a quick primer.

‘Achyut Barve’ (1926-1982), a popular 20th-century novelist, was born
in Dapoli. He received his college education at Wilson College, Mumbai
and S. P. College, Pune. He was fortunate to spend his childhood in the
village. This gave him a wonderful insight.

He was and still is a distinguished Marathi writer. He worked for
Sarabhai group in the capacity of Financial Controller and Chief Executive
for Shilpi Advertising as well. Shilpi, the In-House Advertising wing has
been one of India’s leading agencies in the 70s. The once ruralite was
now exposed to the corporate & glamorous advertising world. He combined
his nature and wits and gave excellent results.

During his college days, he wrote many stories and short dramas for
Radio. ‘Bhauji Shapath Aahe’ won him the prestigious ‘Short Story Award’
in the competition conducted by Prasad magazine in 1948. This gave him
recognition.

A self-educated writer and a lover of literature, Barve handled various
forms of literature equally skillfully. He was best known as a creative writer
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of short stories and novels but his literary
reputation was mostly due to his contribution
to the Marathi short story form. He made
conscious efforts to sustain the short story
as a genre. However, he also wrote couple
of novels and a play named as ‘Lakheche
Mani'.

In the initial stages of his writing; an
individual was always the central figure of his
plots. He opted for the relations between man
and woman. He gave equal weightage to both
genders. He created situations and handled
sequences ably. His stories are characterized
by elegance, economy, restraint, and
structure.

He has created a world of his own where his characters are in pursuit
of the unknowing destiny. His imagination and satire together provided a
unique texture to his work. His world encompassed a wide diversity of
places, situations, characters and experiences. Each of his work has a
distinct mood and is reflected in mysterious ways shading light over the
control of the destiny.

The symbolic experiences used in his stories make it difficult to sort out
realities from dreams. Yet, it is possible for the readers to identify the
characters, places and experiences. This is mostly because of his keen
observation of human nature and society along with the beauty and deformity.

His lead characters are often shown to be the puppets guided by some
unseen hand having no control over their lives. Hence, they are always
unable to follow that path to their destruction or why they cannot change
the destructive path taken by them unwillingly. His knowledge about the
complex human relations is astonishing. He has charted his own separate
course and cultivated new acuity and taste for a class of faithful readers.
He combines humor and gentle satire while telling the stories of ordinary
men and women with their weaknesses. He continued to write for years,
always maintaining a steady pace over the years.

Aambat God, Shobhechi Phule, Chandanyacha Sughandha,
Kevdyachi Pat, Zoka, Chandanacha Umbartha, Hangover, etc. are a few
of his famous short stories.

He was already an established writer when Pathmori, a collectionof
short stories won him the prestigious ‘Maharashtra Rajya Sahitya Academy
Award’. The complex human relations are brought forward through
Pathmori. His profound knowledge regarding human psychology is
amazing. Pathmori received a warm welcome from all readers.

His last book, Hangover, was published few months after his death.
Thought published some 30 years back, the stories included in this
collection reflects the overall mentality that we see all around us in today’s
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modern world.

In a way, Hangover established him as
a pioneer in the use of English words in
Marathi stories. The common English word
were thus given a recognition.

Novels like Maticha Vaas, Kaleidoscope
& Sukhada had special Achyut Barve touch.

Maticha Vaas was his first novel with a
village backdrop. The story unfolded during
a span of one year and is narrated as seen
through the eyes of a nine year old boy. It
made everyone realized his grip on narration
form. Stimulated by the response to his work
in general, Achyut Barve embarked on a
more ambitious project, Kaleidoscope.

Kaleidoscope means a constantly changing set of colours. It is also a
series of changing phases or events. This is what is exactly told in the
novel. Mr. Eknath Rahalkar, the hero of this novel remains a memorable
one till date. He is viewed with different angles by different people. How
these people perceive Rahalkar’s image is the base of this novel.

Mi jasa Ek- nath nahi tasa to paan Gopi -nath nahi is an interesting
sentence which gives us true perspective of Rahalkar’'s character.
Kaleidoscope brought him yet another accolade as it too received the
‘Maharashtra Rajya Sahitya Academy Award'.

Achyut Barve would always play the role of a critical observer of
accepted traditions, customs, social norms and ideals. His novel Sukhada
is based on the life of his own daughter who is hearing impaired. This
novel was well received and indicated his sensitive side.

Changing times have made the literary creation multi-faceted, Marathi
is no exception to this. Achyut Barve’s work gave more dignity to this. His
scope of writing widened. His later works were about power and politics
related to work place. His active participation in the Advertising field had
given him an insight of the glamorous world.

It is said that a writer’s voice is the key to writing a good story. Achyut
Barve had the courage to speak plainly; to let his thoughts shine rather
than his vocabulary. He never wrote to impress fellow authors. He wrote to
get connected with his readers by building word bridges. His fingerprint
and exclusive writing style was the soul of his writing. His novels depicted
reality and modern values in life today and continue to do so even after all
these years.

One of the most influential, unforgettable authors who | have read is
Achyut Barve. He was at the zenith of his career, when died at an early
age of 56 in Mumbai on 16th April 1982.
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Rei Kimura is a lawyer with a passion for
writing about unique events and personalities.
She has adopted an interesting style of
creating stories around true events and the
lives of real people in a number of her books,
believing that is the best way of making hidden
historical events and people come alive for
21st century readers.

With this objective in mind, Rei has
touched on historical events like the horrific sinking of the 'Awa Maru' and
the Kamikaze pilots of "World War 1I' and woven them into touching stories
of the people who lived and died through these events.

Kimura considers her writing as part of the perennial quest for truth,
challenge and fulfillment. Her books have been translated into various
Asian and European languages and widely read all over the world.

Apart from being a lawyer, Rei Kimura is also a qualified freelance
journalist and is associated with the Australian News Syndicate.

Book review

Awa Maru:
Titanic of Japan

- Rei Kimura

A zapping tale of a shocking tragedy.

Imagine life doing a ‘Titanic’ on you! No, |
don’t mean the romance (though that too
wouldn’t be a bad proposition!); but rather, |
mean the shockingly startling whack the
passengers on that ship received when all was
going hunky-dory. Life has a strange way of
brewing up storms in a perfectly calm life —
turning it topsy-turvy beyond retrieval.

Kyoko Tanaka faced this very predicament in her life which was going
all calm and quiet till her dying mother placed a shred of secret in her
hands to unravel. Despite her instincts telling her not to succumb, Kyoko
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cannot resist following the trail, which ultimately leads her to a
discovery that threatens to uproot her very identity!
In her novel ‘Awa Maru — Titanic of Japan’, Rei Kimura paints an
interesting yet sombre picture of a tragedy that shook Japan decades
back; and on another layer, she paints an unnerving account of her
protagonist Kyoko Tanaka's journey to a discovery that threatens her
existence! The novel is based on a real-life incident with threads of fiction
woven into the same. Awa Maru was a ship that was employed for the
Japanese Navy's auxiliary use during "World War 11". In 1945, the Awa
Maru was employed as a Red Cross relief ship, carrying vital supplies to
American and Allied POWs in Japanese custody. Under the Relief for POWs
agreement, she was supposed to be given safe passage.

Rei Kimura talks about the travails faced by two Japanese families in
their fateful tryst with the Awa Maru. The Tanaka and Sawada families
forged a bond beyond the ordinary, during their time in Singapore. While
Mori Tanaka was posted to Singapore — a humid tropical island — due to
his qualification as a naval engineer, Shige Sawada’s settled life got
upturned one not-so-fine day when he received orders to move to Singapore
to be an asset to the Japanese government. Till then, the USA-educated
Shige was leading a humdrum life in Japan, happy to be working as a
liaison officer in the Foreign Ministry. However, with the outbreak of the
war, Shige was mysteriously appointed an ‘intelligence officer’ and ordered
to go to Singapore so that the Japanese army could benefit from his English
speaking skills! Thus, it was that a newly-empowered yet bewildered Shige
set sail for the little known tropical island with his young son Hiro and
pregnant wife Masako. The family would have found it extremely difficult
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to adjust in the new environs - had it not been for the Tanaka couple
who completely enveloped them into their lives. While the Sawadas
took succour in the blessed friendship of the Tanakas; the latter forgot
the pain of their own childlessness by indulging in little Hiro’s childish
games.

Acouple of years before 1944 were indeed flourishing for the Japanese
community in Singapore as more and more of their brethren came down
to settle there. Soon, a part of Singapore converted into a vibrant Japanese
town that saw the customs and traditions of Japan flourishing rapidly. Mori
and Shige were growing at a rapid pace in their professions, even as
Masako and Chieko’s friendship deepened over the years. Masako gave
her strength when Chieko continued suffering miscarriages, even as
Masako’s little baby girl Taiyo helped Chieko forget her own vacuum to a
large extent.

Life would have continued idyllically for the two families, had it not
been for the World War 1l that toppled all equations and thousands of
lives! As the situation started getting grim, Masako began persuading her
husband to get out of Singapore before it became impossible to do so!
Initially reluctant to use his good offices for the favour, Shige finally complied
to bag the four of them and Tanaka family a safe passage out of Singapore
on the goods ship called Awa Maru!

The Awa Maru had taken to delivering goods to Singapore and taking
back people on-board out of the country. Having been granted a safe
passage as mentioned earlier, the scramble to get abroad Awa Maru had
become fierce to say the least. Thus it was no wonder that the Sawada
and Tanaka families finally heaved a sigh of huge relief as the ship set sail
from Singapore’s Keppel Harbour in March 1945. The 2007 passengers
aboard Awa Maru would have indeed reached Japan and led a peaceful
life ahead; had it not been for a freak mishap that upturned everything in
its wake! Even as the Awa Maru sailed ahead secure in its knowledge of
having a safe passage, on the 1st of April 1945 it got mistaken for a military
vessel due to the white crosses emblazoned over it and was ruthlessly
torpedoed by the American submarine called ‘Queenfish’! Within minutes,
almost all of the 2007 passengers sank to their watery graves; but amongst
those who survived was little Taiyo who lost her parents and brother in the
catastrophe.

To know what happened to Taiyo; what connection did she share with
Kyoko; and most of all, why did Chieko feel like unravelling a much-
concealed secret to Kyoko on her deathbed is something that has to be
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read to understand the fascinating gift of Kimura’s to weave stories

into and out of real-life tragedies. Suffice to say that the emotional

upheaval that Kyoko goes through as she reaches Singapore to

resolve the mystery; and the journey she embarks on therein, is the
stuff that fables are made of! No one can guess where the trail leads to as
Kyoko bumps fortuitously into people like Ms. Noriko, George and Meiling
who help her piece together a long-forgotten part of her life. The experience
leaves Kyoko in a state of emotional upheaval as she runs around to cling
on to her present life whilst trying to make sense of some gruesome realities
of the past.

Giving out more of the story would kill the suspense which makes the
book so riveting. Suffice to say that Rei Kimura deserves a round of
applause for creating a work of fiction that doesn'’t look like one at all!l The
writing flows effortlessly to recreate the scenes such that a reader feels as
if he/she is witnessing it first-hand. The synergy between past and present
is maintained in such a way that the novel flows seamlessly without seeming
jerky at any point. Save for the few occasions wherein the narrative seems
to drag a bit to charter into unnecessary territories, the novel is definitely a
must-read to understand the expanse of the tragedy that not much has
been written about, and to also savour yet another literary gem from the
stables of Rei Kimura.

- RESHMA S. KULKARNI

Praise
Mud City

— Deborah Ellis

Category - Fiction
Type - Paperback
Pages - 112

Price - Rs. 120.00

"... a stunning portrait of a totally devastated world where children are
forced to fend for themselves..." — Quill & Quire, starred review

"Mud city is a gripping novel" — Canadian Children's Literature
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