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my working life in the publishing industry, including a good
number of years as commissioning editor. I have often been struck
by the fact that though many people cherish the ambition to
write a book, very few know how to go about and even less have
any idea of how to get one published...
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English Books

About the Book

Tony Wilson was working as a journalist for the
Gold Coast Bulletin and was at work when the news
came through on 8 October 2004 that Schapelle
Corby had been stopped at Bali Airport by customs
officials, carrying 4.1kg of cannabis in her unlocked
bodyboard bag. Tony's life has been a rollercoaster
ride ever since. He has been a crime reporter for
over 20 years, seen it all, heard it all but Schapelle's
story was different. sales manager in the history of
the Hertz Corporation.

Book review

SCHAPEL Schapelle

- Tony Wilson

A NIGHTMARE OF A HOLIDAY

They say, life takes a turn on its own whims
and fancies. But nothing could have prepared
Schapelle Corby for the bitter and cruel whim
that her life acted upon. An enthusiastic 27-year
old wanting to enjoy her life, Schapelle was
looking forward to a happy vacation in Bali,
when a cruel twist of fate led her to be embroiled
in a drug racket and imprisoned in the notorious
Kerobokan prison of Bali!

A normal middle-class girl hailing from
Brisbane (Australia), Schapelle was happily

TgaT WS TIUSHT : ATRE 093 | 9




English Books

ensconced in her small little world with her parents, siblings and a
future as a beautician in the offing, when a holiday to celebrate her
elder sister’s upcoming 30th birthday turned into the worst nightmare
possible. Schapelle had been working quite hard for a couple of
months before that fateful day in October 2004. Apart from attending classes
at the beauticians’ academy, she had been taking care of her father Michael
who had been diagnosed with terminal cancer. So, her sister Mercedes’
30th birthday presented a good opportunity for Schapelle to take a short
but well-deserved break; for which she had been saving up for several
months by doing odd jobs including working at her mother Rosleigh’s food
joint. Thus it was that on 8th October 2004, Schapelle, alongwith a few
friends and a younger brother, set off from Brisbane airport to Bali via
Sydney. Beachgear such as surf boards formed a pertinent part of their
otherwise frugal luggage. The gang chatted happily through the Qantas
Air flight from Brisbane to Sydney and then an Australian Airlines flight
from Sydney to Bali. As the flight touched the Denpasar Airport in Bali,
they were super excited to be soon surfing on Kuta Beach. Little did the
youngsters anticipate the darkness waiting to engulf one of them in the
next few minutes. Tired after a 12 hour journey, the gang went through the
formalities of immigration and picked up their baggage from the carousel
to check it in for the last mandatory Customs search. Schapelle too plonked
her boogie-bag on the Customs’ table — and from thereon began her journey
to helll
There still remain differing reports about what happened after that,
but as per Schapelle’s version, she willingly opened all the zips of the
boogie bag to show whatever she was carrying and reeled in shock with
the pungent odour that hit her as she opened the front zip! (/ncidentally,
just before approaching the Customs’ desk, she and her brother had been
expressing surprise about the broken handle of that bag. They had gotten
the handle repaired just before leaving Australia; a fact that was
conveniently overlooked in the days to come.) There, lying stashed in two
plastic bags inside Schapelle’s boogie bag was 4.1 kg of marijuana! Drugs
such as marijuana being available in Indonesia at a fraction of a price vis-
a-vis Australia, Indonesia has long been a haven for drug peddlers and
addicts, many of who come there as tourists. Naturally, drug rackets run
riot here. Schapelle turned a very unfortunate victim of one such racket
and was shunted to the Kerobokan prison. From then till date, Schapelle’s
life has been a never-ending battle to prove her innocence and restore
her lost dignity.
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Journalist Tony Wilson has chronicled Schapelle’s story in this
book called ‘Schapelle — the facts, the evidence, the truth’. Tony
covered Schapelle’s trial from 2004 to 2008 for the Gold Coast Bulletin
and thus has been privy to her angst as well as technical details of
what can be best described as a misled case. After being imprisoned in
October 2004, Schapelle came under strong criticism and media glare,
even as she also received humungous support from her family and a section
of Australians who firmly believed that she was wrongly targeted. However,
it has been a nerve-wracking experience for the young woman to live in
the notorious conditions of the Kerobokan prison where hygienic conditions
are worse than hell; thefts are commonplace; and the heat takes a massive
toll on the already sapped off body and mind. To add to that, confusing /
non-committal / plainly false witnesses and statements given in court against
Schapelle by baggage handlers, custom officials etc. weakened her case
tremendously. The incessant media reportage didn’t help much too. While
some of it gave a fair version of the events unfolding, lots of it focussed on
untrue nuggets like how Schapelle was sneaking out for parties from the
jail and how she had a string of boyfriends there! A lot of ‘characters’
(entrepreneur Ron Bakir, lawyer Hotman Hutapea) entering and exiting
the scene randomly also hindered Schapelle’s chances tremendously. To
add insult to the injury, close friends such as Jodie Power turned detrimental
enemies who gave false proofs against the Corbys. Further, the other
members of the Corby family were also (incorrectly) alleged for being
addicted to drugs; thus causing immense trauma to an already wrecked
Schapelle. The biggest jolt to the case happened when the marijuana kept
stored as evidence, was just burnt away one day in 2006, alongwith
Schapelle’s boogie bag and the surf fins that were kept inside. No clear
explanation has ever been given as to who ordered this destruction, but it
has definitely set back Schapelle’s chances of acquittal to a large extent.
From 2004 till date, Schapelle has been languishing in prison for an offence
that she did not commit (as per her version). She has been sentenced with
a total term of twenty years (i.e. till 2024).

Tony Wilson has indeed narrated a very lucid account of what happened
since 2004 to 2008. A bevy of technical details; interviews with the family
members, Schapelle’s lawyers and other people who made their presence
feltin the case; and a thorough clarity on the laws governing this aspect of
crime, have made his narration thorough and easy to understand vis-a-vis
the nuances of the trauma that Schapelle has been going through. In a way,
the book also serves as a wake-up call for tourists wanting to travel to Bali.

TgaT AET TIUHT : AE R0¢R | 93




English Books

They get a clear picture of what they should be wary of and how they
can protect themselves from befalling the same fate as Schapelle.
The Q&A given at the end of the narrative, becomes especially helpful
in this regard. The only downside to this otherwise eye-opening literary
effort is that the account becomes too newspaper-ish in its presentation at
several junctures. This in turn makes it tedious to read and absorb.
However, all said and done, ‘Schapelle — the facts, the evidence, the
truth’ is worth reading to understand why safety and alertness is important
in the most innocuous situations of life; and how life can go on a downward
spiral if these are not maintained. Also, on a more personal note, the book
is worth a read to understand what a (innocent, by her version) young girl
is going through after being embroiled in a wide-spread drug network and
why she needs all the support she can get for leading a life of freedom and
dignity again.
-RESHMA S. KULKARNI
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The Breadwinner
— Deborah Ellis

Category - Fiction
Type - Paperback
Pages - 112

Price - Rs. 120.00

Praise

The Breadwinneris a potent portrait of life in contemporary Afghanistan,
showing that powerful heroines can survive even in the most oppressive
and sexist social conditions. — John Green, American Library Association.

"We've heard and read millions of words about living under the Taliban,
yet it remains a distant horror. But, The Breadwinner, brings everything to
poignant life. '— The Independent

“Very remarkable and highly topical. The horrors of life under the
Taliban are balanced by loyalty, courage and hope. Read it.” — Independent
on Sunday

“A great kid's book ... a graphic geopolitical brief that's also a girl-
power parable.” — Newsweek

“a book ... about the hard times and the courage of Afghan children.”
— Washigton Post

Backlist

Glimpses of Changing Plenty for All Speeches That Reshaped ~ The Meaning of
Banking Scenario The World Madness
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Posting Date 11 August 2012

Forthcomlng First Novel written in English by all-time

bestselling debut Swiss author.

London: A group of thirty-somethings

I meet to celebrate a birthday. All seems
The Sky IS normal. But, after two years of trying,

Chang|ng Claire and Anthony have still not
conceived a child, and pulsing with the
fear of terrorist attacks, the city is
crackling with tension. Befriending a

THE SKY young girl, Nora, Claire finds herself
drawn as her maternal instincts begin

CHANGING [

Meanwhile, Anthony is forced to
question his job as a City Analyst as
their safe and secure existence begins
to fracture. As Claire retraces the
journey she has made since an
accident ended her promising career
as a balletdancerin Berlin, she realises
her life has moved beyond her control.
Zoé Jenny
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