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English Books

Exhibition News

20th New Delhi World Book Fair

Over 1,300 Indian and foreign
publishers participated in the "20th
New Delhi World Book Fair-2012."
The nine-day event also recorded a
heavy footfall with seven lakh visitors
this year. The theme of the fair this
year was Indian Cinema. Several film
and theatre personalities participated
in various panel discussions and
literary events held at the theme pavilion.

Interactive kiosks had been set up at various spots in the halls to
provide information regarding publishers.

This year we patrticipated in the 20th New Delhi World Book Fair which
was from 25th February to 4th March 2012 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.

s e s -3

New Books

MEXICAN COOKING

Tlg%gé% Mexican Cooking

The Gift Tamil Tigress

TgaT WSt AT : UHA 3093 | &9




English Books

Melissa G. Moore

is the daughter of Keith Jes-person, a man infamously
known as the Happy Face serial killer. She is a strong
advocate for protecting victims of violence and
keeping children safe. Her passions involve raising a
healthy, beautiful family and developing resources
for the emotional, physical, and spiritual needs of other
children and families.

Book review

Shattered Silence - Mellisa G. Moore

‘Shattered Silence’ is an extraordinary tale of a young girl's courage
and sense of justice in bringing to light the life and circumstance of a
murderer’s family. Melissa G. Moore is the daughter of Keith Jesperson, a
serial killer by the name ‘Happy face killer.’ Born in Canada, today she is
an author and an international speaker who strongly advocates the
importance of protecting victims of violence and keeping children safe.

In her book ‘Shattered Silence’ she shares with the readers, her life
as the daughter of a serial killer, in a simple and straightforward fashion
without overtly dramatising any of the events. And yet we are not spared
any of the horrors of a child trapped in a life of fear and insecurity.

The book opens with the story of a little girl playing with her small
kittens. But far from an innocent tale of a child and her kittens, the very
first few lines give a sense of a foreboding which unfolds soon after as a
father of three small children murders the kittens in front of his daughter’s
horrified eyes and hangs them on the clothes line. What is even more
chilling is the non-challant acceptance of the
murders by a submissive mother who refuses
to listen to the child’s desperate pleas to save
her kittens. Melissa writes unjudgementally
about a submissive mother trapped in not one
but two marriages one after the other, with
abusive partners.

After the parents’ seperation, shunted from
place to place by a desperate mother, the young
children ironically perceive their father’s
infrequent visits as a solace and a ray of hope
in their miserable lives of poverty & uncertainty.
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But as the realisation of what her father truly is slowly dawns on her,
Melissa finds herself connecting the dots and taking the blame and
responsibility for his gruesome crimes. It is her intuition or what she
calls her ‘knowing’ which saves her own life which the killer father
intended to end just as remorselessly as he did his other victims.

All through the story, we see Melissa grasping at seemingly small
straws to stay positive and in control of her own life. A teacher who asks
the class to ‘dream big’ gave her ‘a tool to deal with uncertainty’. A session
with Dr. Phil changed her entire outlook towards life. Even through her
horrors, Melissa has been able to keep her sights fixed on the hope for a
better future and this is what remains with us rather than the despondency
and hopelessness of Melissa’s life.

The language is simple and communicative and the choice of words
evoke vivid images.The apple orchards in Yakima, the angry signing of
the deaf and mute stepfather, her own father’s angry outburst at the ATM
machine, are brought to life by the simply written and yet hard hitting
descriptions. But she edits out Keith Jesperson’s gory descriptions to his
own daughter, of his sexual exploits with other women, thus safe-guarding
her own and our sense of decency and propriety.

Mellisa does not recieve any kind of guidance or support from the
elders, whether it is her own mother or the school counsellors. It is only
when she turns inwards that she finds the strength to accept and face her
life as it is. This in turn helps her to overcome her guilt about having a
serial killer for a father whom she loves.

- Yasmin Dandekar

Backlist
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The Spare Room

by Helen Garner

Type -Paperback

Category - Fiction
Pages - 204

Price - Rs. 250.00

Praise

‘This novel's extraordinary feat is to be at once affecting, involving
and sharply funny.’ - Peter Kemp, Sunday Times

‘Poignant and sharply funny in its honesty . . . the confidingly chatty
style is unsentimental yet compassionate, making this insightful account
remarkable.’ - Daily Mail Books of the Year

‘A most appealing feature of this novel is the elegance and taut style
of the narrative voice as she gives expression to large and small questions
— friendship, death, tolerance, truthfulness and the work of the day.’

- Irish Times

‘Understated and unsentimental, Garner’s first novel in sixteen years
fleshes out the intricate bonds of affection and annoyance that emerge as
Helen invites her cancer-ridden friend Nicola to live with her for three weeks.’
- Angel Gurria - Quintana, Financial Times Books of the Year

Forthcoming
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The Heart of Kolkata

It's a messy road that branches out into several dingy lanes. Sounds
of speeding buses and iconic trams fill the air. On either side of
the road are top academic institutions and bookstores. Hawkers
have invaded the pavements, and if you appear to be heading
towards a big bookstore, they will start their sales pitch: “Sir, why
are you going to those big stores? I will give you more discount.”
Welcome to College Street, the most popular hangout of Kolkata.
Featured among the best Asian landmarks in the Times list, Col-
lege Street is located close to the birthplace of Swami Vivekananda.
It is home to several prestigious educational institutions like
Calcutta University, Presidency College, Sanskrit College and

Calcutta Medical College. The students seem to have no trouble
with the noise and disturbance from the street. “In fact, if College
Street goes mute, students get bored,” said Sadhan Pramanik, a
bookseller.

There are about 2,000 bookstalls in College Street, frequented by
nearly one lakh people every day. They stock all kinds of books,
from school and college textbooks to medical and engineering
books. The biggest attraction is, however, priceless old books, sold
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at low prices. “Many poor students who can't afford new books
depend on this old book market,” said Subol Kar, a stall owner.
Business peaks in the evenings when people throng the stalls,
after work.
Still, College Street is not all about books. Indian Coffee House,
the famous hangout of students, lovers, professionals and cul-
tural luminaries of Bengal, is located here. Set up 70 years ago in
the historic Albert Hall, where Rabindranath Tagore and Subhas
Chandra Bose addressed freedom fighters, the coffee shop used
to attract prominent people, like filmmaker Satyajit Ray, musi-
cian Manna De, Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, writer Sunil
Gangopadhyay and actor Aparna Sen. The popularity, unfortu-
nately, is on the wane now. "As today's students are moving out
of the city, the coffee house and College Street are losing their
old charm," said medical practitioner A.K. Deb, who had spent
many memorable hours on College Street in the 70s, during his
college days.
Thanks to its proximity to famous educational institutions, Col-
lege Street saw major student movements in the 70s. A number
of brilliant minds from Bengal, who could have led the country
in different spheres, joined the Naxalite movement. Many of them
lost their lives in police encounters in the alleys of College Street.
Political protests and demonstrations take place here even today.
But, elders who were witnesses to the bloodbath in the 60s and
70s warn students not to get embroiled in violent movements.
A junction of three major roads in north Kolkata, College Street
could see a major transformation in the coming days. New shop-
ping malls, food courts and a market complex are being pro-
posed by the government. Talks are on to shift the bookstalls to
new buildings. Stall owners oppose the move. “If bookstalls are
shifted, College Street would lose its shine. No one could then
say that our book market is the biggest in the country,” said Kar.
Perhaps he is right. If these stalls are shifted elsewhere, the big-
gest hangout of Kolkata would remain in history books alon.
Rabi Banerjee
The Week - 1 April 2012
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Dear Ms. Shaligram,

I read your Marathi translation of 'Ayodhyecha Ravan aani
Lankecha Ram'.

It's a great book with an altogether different perspective.

[ tried to contact the auther Mr. Joshi on his cell number but
could not get him.

The translation done by you is excellent.

[ have also ordered other books such as 'Mahabharatil
Matruvandana' & 'Mahabharatatil Pitruvandana' written by Mr.
Joshi & translated by you.

Datta Damodar Naik, Margoa, Goa
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New Book

Two days before Christmas in 1987, at the age

of 17, Niromi de Soyza found herself in an

. . ambush as part of a small platoon of militant
Tam |I Tlgl'eSS Tamil Tigers fighting government forces in the
bloody civil war that was to engulf Sri Lanka for
PR b SO decades. With her was her lifelong friend,
" Ajanthi, also aged 17. Leaving behind them their

' shocked middle-class families, the teenagers
had become part of the Tamil Tigers' first female
contingent. Equipped with little more than a rifle
and a cyanide capsule, Niromi's group
managed to survive on their wits in the jungle,
facing not only the perils of war but starvation,
illness, and growing internal tensions among
the militant Tigers. And then events erupted in

ways that she could no longer bear.
Tlgress ! )

Niromi de Soyza How was it that this well-educated, mixed-race,
middle-class girl from a respectable family
came to be fighting with the Tamil Tigers? Today
Niromi de Soyza she lives in Sydney with her husband and
Price Rs. - 395/ chiIFiren; but Niromi 'dtla Soyza is pot your

ordinary woman and this is her compelling story.
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