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Rei Kimura
is a lawyer with a passion for writing about
unique events & personalities. She has adopted
an interesting style of creating stories around
true event & the lives of real people in a number
of her books, believing that is the best way of
making hidden historical events & people come
alive for 21st century readers.

—— Book Review ——

33?2 pst
Orcly

Rei Kimura

OF FAMILY AND SORDID SECRETS...

“The invincible shall fall’... This famous phrase sounds death-knell
for the armada-esque behemoths who spend their lives building up their
empires. And then there are some who want to take a shortcut to success
by exploiting this very weakness of the behemoths, who in turn succumb
to absurd ploys to protect their empires from crumbling. Tetsuyo Akinicho
would have done just the same; had it not been for some able help and a
strange quirk of fate that intervened in time to buffer his fall.

Tetsuyo Akinicho is a DNA mogul, the Founder-Chairman of
‘Genometrics Inc’ and the deeply-anguished protagonist of Rei Kimura’s
novel titled ‘Japanese Orchid’. A highly successful Japanese entrepreneur
who goes onto conquer the world with his knowledge, Akinicho is ultra-
keen on keeping his name and image spotless clean. Having built his
empire from a scratch and sans foul-play, Akinicho is understandably
paranoid about any scandal threatening to rock his bed of roses.
Unfortunately, his worst fears come true when an unnamed blackmailer
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decides to dig up a fragment of Akinicho’s sordid family history and
threatens to taint his image around the world. In an ironical twist of
fate, the global giant of genes is threatened to be tainted to some
scandal linked to his own genealogy! The scandal pertains to the
identity of Akinicho’s real mother. While he grows up thinking that
Midori is his real mother, Akinicho’s father reveals to him in his last
days that the boy’s real mother was actually a prostitute serving
during the war in Singapore. Akinicho’s father tells him that while he was
deeply in love with the prostitute (who is referred to as the “Japanese
Orchid’ in keeping with local protocol), he couldn’t bring her back to
Japan due to the constraints of war. However, he was allowed to bring
back the son she bore him — for he was considered of Japanese descent -
and thus it was that Tetsuyo grew up with his father, unbeknownst of his
real mother.

Unfortunately, this deep dark family secret falls in the hands of a
conniving blackmailer who gets greedy for fast money by trying to exploit
this nugget of precious information. After spending some initial days in
despair over how did this transpire, Akinicho garners his resources to
fight away this scavenger of his past. On the behest of his trusted lawyer
Akira Tanaka, he hires a private investigator Paul Griffin who travels to
Japan to get to the root of this problem. There, Griffin ties up with Mayumi
Onodera, a historian-cum-genealogy expert, to supplement his search.
Initial research leads the duo to Singapore from where the origins of
Tetsuyo’s birth stem. They are soon joined by Akinicho and Akira; and
thereon begin a series of fascinating brainstorming sessions leading to a
layer-by-layer unravelling of startling secrets and revelations that have
the protagonist, as well as, us readers in thrall!

New Books
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Yet again, Rei Kimura combines her deep study of history
and skill of legalese to weave a plot that keeps the reader entranced
till he/she uncovers the nail-biting suspense. Very few thrillers
manage to stay mum on the plot till the end. ‘Japanese Orchid’ is
one such book that gives nothing away till the climax and rather
engages the reader in a battle of wits as the story flows from USA
to Japan to Singapore. While the plot does seem to go a bit sluggish

in the interim with repetitive references to Griffin and Mayumi’s gameplan;
one tends to gloss over this inadequacy due to the brilliance of plot
itself. Rei Kimura’s well-segregated descriptions of the three countries,
as well as her clear vision about the war-time conditions in Singapore,
deserve special mention for lending the right terrain(s) for this story. In
keeping with her sensitive aptitude for portraying human relations, Rei
also manages to touch upon the delicate subtexts in the friendship between
Akinicho and Akira; or the seemingly budding closeness between Griffin
and Mayumi. But to her credit, she refrains from dragging this historically-
oriented story into the portals of romance; thus creating a good balance
between emotions and practicality.

While any further hints about who is the mastermind behind this
blackmail and how the team busts his/her gameplan would tantamount to
giving away the suspense, the ‘Japanese Orchid’ is indeed a must-read
for being yet another of Rei Kimura’s authoritative works adeptly weaving
the history and the present.

-Reshma S. Kulkarni
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