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TEIUT, HARiet AFRE WU Seae. TS Hafshal hHasHhat 3T
sqz?ﬁ‘

‘This was the teacher | was blessed and privileged to be with.
She taught me a language in a way that cannot be replicated in this
generation. She made me (a pure Gujju!) to speak Marathi as my
second language. | can and do pass off as a Maharashtrain in Govt.
offices, thanks to her! She taught us with love and affection rarely
seen nowadays in this generation of tuition oriented teacher. Asmile
which broke hearts and bleesed troubled souls. May her soul teach
the people up there the language, as only she could teach! | miss
her and always will...’

Manish Mehta
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. English Books Lisa Scottoline

) She is the New York Times best selling and Edger

» | Award-winning author of seventeen novels. She
has 25 million copies of her books in print in the
United States and she is published in twenty-five
countries. She is also an adjunct professor of
justice and fiction at the University of Pennsylvania Law School,
where she has won an award for excellence in teaching. She
lives in Philadelphia with too many pets, some of whom are
cranky that they didn't make the cover of the book.

Book Review
\mazing Adventures of an Ordinary Woman W h y M y

LISA
pReesueiniN®  Third Husband

Will Be a Dog

\ﬁ7y4;AY Lisa Scottoline

Third Price Rs. 400/-

Husband Postage - Rs.30/-
Will BeaDog

If you can imagine an extremely chatty friend by your
side, itis Lisa Scottoline. Her book ‘Why my third husband will
be a dog’ puts the book in perspective right away. You settle
down to hear a friend ramble about her husband, her life, her
world. And Lisa does not let you down. She plunges into the
descriptions with much gusto.

It is a book which you can take everywhere with you,
open any page and start reading. The chapters are small,
hardly a couple of pages. The language is simple, friendly,
chatty and clichéd at places.

The subjects are mundane to marginally interesting. But
the narration keeps aracy pace.

The way she narrates her stories keeps you engrossed,
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has you nodding in agreement or English Books .

giggling gently. She whispers story

after story of her life and doings, non-stop, while the
chicken cooks, while you wait for your son to finish
football or simply lounge in the balcony with a cup of
coffee. It can be relaxing after a long day at work. You can
simply put up your feet and let this friend do the entertaining
while you sip your coffee. She does not insist that you think,
feel orrespond.

She talks about her mother, her gay brother, her
daughter, her daughter’s cats and dogs, and gets slightly
obnoxious when she starts describing her underarms. Do we
really want to know? But then like | said she is a friend whose
life’s mission is to describe her world in lucid detail. There can
be some hidden gems if you have the patience to sit through.

She tries to make it profound by quoting Eleanor
Roosevelt in the beginning. But as we turn the pages it is
anything but. And vyet, it is short, entertaining, does not
confuse, does not compel, relaxes, let you ignore, agree or
object mildly. It carries on regardless.

In short a comfortable friend who lets you be while she

chatters on.

The story begins with Mr. Two-Bomb describing his
callous, selfish attitude towards everything in life. A self-
confessed despicable man, Mr. Two-Bomb lives in Hiroshima,
away from his wife Mako and son Toshiaki who live at
Nagasaki. Life is carefree for him with his job as a kite-maker
and scores of lovers to keep him entertained. Till then, it has
been four years since Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbour and
increasingly, the buzz of America planning a vicious revenge
had begun strengtheningits hold. After the euphoria of

the attack dies down, Japan starts preparing for the
impending blowback by America. But nothing could have
prepared it for the enormity of what the enemy had in store for
them.
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. English Books Rei Kimura

Rei Kimura is a lawyer with a passion for
writing about unique events and personalities.
She has adopted an interesting style of creating
stories around true events and the lives of real
people in a number of her books, believing that is
the best way of making hidden historical events
and people come alive for 21st century readers.

Kimura considers her writing as part of the perennial quest
for truth, challenge and fulfilment. Her books have been
translated into various Asian and European languages and
widely read all over the world. Apart from being a lawyer, Rei
Kimura is also a qualified freelance journalist and is associated
with the Australian News Syndicate.

Book Review

Japanese
Magnolia

Rei Kimura

Price Rs. 299/-
Postage - Rs.30/-

Japanese Magnolia is an interesting book about the
forbidden relationship between two young men further
complicated by the vast difference in their social standing. One
is the heir to a powerful samurai family and the other a peasant
son of the farmer in his province.

Rei Kimura does a good job of creating both Edo period
Japan, modern 21+« Century Japan.

R¢



English Books .

Mayumi, a historian sets out to
decipher ancient manuscripts when tell the tale of the
young lovers can be called the female protagonist of
this book, although it is predominantly about the two
men, young peasant Fusao and the samurai Lord
Okimoto, and their forbidden love.

The book begins in Mayumi’s point of view. Rei
Kimura mentions certain specific Japanese terms,
such as izakaya and then explains them immediately in
brackets (small bar). This ruins the flow of the narration
because it is almost as if she were writing a tourist
brochure. A better idea would have been to provide a
small index at the bottom of every page, explaining all
the Japanese words used on that particular page.

The fact English is not Rei Kimura’s first language
also comes through in the long, winding sentences that
are inadequately punctuated, or incorrectly
punctuated. In some places there is too much
information provided, too many descriptions of events,
people, relationship that are not relevant to the story
and add nothing to it. There are so many exclamation
marks, both in speech and narration, that there is a
danger of sounding childish and immature.

However these are issues that should have been
taken care of by the editor. As an author, Rei Kimura
creates a satisfactory suspense as she builds up both
story lines in co-ordination with each other and finishes
off with a nice surprise in the end. The characters are
reasonably well rounded. Overall the book makes for
aninteresting read.

- Reshma S. Kulkarni
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Godown Incharge - Male (1 Post) Salary : 8,000/

Skills : Graduate, Knowledge of MS-Office,
Prior experience in book shop will be preferred.

Telephone Operator - Female (1 Post) Salary : 6,000/-

Skills : Graduate having good communication skills, Smart &
Active.

€ TERF SR SHERIFT A9 T iR Wi,

Mehta Publishing House

1941, Sadashiv Peth, Madiwale Colony, Opp.

Bajirao Road Telephone Bhavan, Pune - 411030.
Send us your updated resume along with photograph

to above Address or
e-mail to hr@mehtapublishinghouse.com
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